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that the south became Hindu. These religious battles went
on side by side with wars between the kingdoms—long
and learned debates between chosen champions, accusing
each other as in Sung China of ignorance and heterodoxy,
and claiming for their own interpretations the authority
of great names.
If in Ceylon Buddhist scholasticism was victorious, in
Dakshina Patha it was the monism of Sankara and its
popular polytheistic expressions which drove out both
Jains and Buddhists and stimulated the already sensuous
devotion of the south and its already tropic imagination.
These reared the vast and intricate gopurams of Trichino-
poly and Madura where mystery and grotesque symbolism
abound, and - erotic mysticism degenerates into strange
forms of perversion.
But before this development missionaries had carried
the best art of the south to Cambodia.
Here about the tenth century was built the great temple
of Angkor Wat, and about a century later the exuberant
and rather florid Angkor Thorn—& city of palaces. If the
palaces are good examples of baroque the temple is the
best preserved example of classic Khmer art, and is indeed
one of the world's architectural masterpieces. Facing west
it is dedicated to Vishnu whose image (as in Somnathpur)
was set up in the central shrine, a high pyramid some
200 feet above the pavement, to which the lines of the
whole structure converge. It is built on five terraces, and
like Borobodur is in effect a series of sculpture-galleries.
Here they vary from massive avenues of snakes and lions
to delicate lace-work of trees and dancing-girls and intri-
cate friezes of heroic legend—Hanuman and his monkeys
rescuing Sita, Krishna sheltering sheep and shepherd from
the storms of Indra by holding a mountain over them, the
churning of the sea, and other cosmic activities of the
gods and demons. Here in a word is the whole fantastic
world of the Puranas transplanted to Chinese soil.
Nor is the didactic element lacking: here are hells
worthy of the Italy and Japan of this age: and amidst

